oe 


----Indians played lacrosse, too—- 


The Indians who lived in 
this area were not 
completely absorbed by the 
serious business of fishing, 
hunting, bartering and other 
forms of survival. They had 
their lighter activities and 
played a game now called 
lacrosse, which originated 
with prehistoric North 
American Indians sometime 
in the dim past. 

According to the late 
W.K*> Peery, a local 
historian, they used a long 


club with a hooked point, 
and closed the circle of the 
point with a woven 
buckskin to make a kind of 
racket. The ball was about 
the size of a baseball. The 
object of the game was to 
scoop the ball up in the 
hoop and throw it toward 
the enemy’s goal. 

One American journalist 
reported a game he 
witnessed in which all the 
able bodied men of two 
competing villages took 


part. The men discarded the 
last vestige of clothing 
before starting the game. As 


a preliminary they engaged ~ 


in wild and reckless betting, 


’ wagering their canoes, 


blankets, slaves and even 
their wives. 

- The women, not wanting 
to change husbands on such 
a flimsy pretext as a 
sporting event, cut long 
switches and belabored their 
men’s bare backsides to urge 


_ them on to greater efforts. 


The game was played 
between a team from the 
Camas-Washougal area and a 
team from Sauvie’s Island. 
The playing field was the 
present Pearson Air Park in 
Vancouver. 


Undoubtedly, there were . 
many rematches, and the 
Indian women sometimes 
found their marital status 
changing as often as the ~ 
weather! —M.B. 


